
A History of Irish-Soviet Diplomatic and Friendship Relations, 1919-1980 

 

Due for publication by Umiskin Press in 2016, this groundbreaking contribution to 

modern Irish history writing will provide a detailed – and first ever – account of the 

state-to-state relations that existed between Ireland and the Soviet Union, and non- 

governmental friendship contacts that took place during the ‘short Soviet twentieth-

century’.  

While the publication will have a particular focus upon developments 

surrounding the establishment of formal diplomatic relations between the Republic of 

Ireland and the Soviet Union in the 1970s, it commences with the principal diplomatic 

interconnections from 1919 to 1972, including those that took place in America 

between representatives of the nascent Irish Republic (as proclaimed by the first Dáil 

in 1918) and Soviet Russia during the years of 1919-21. It examines diplomatic 

contacts, including the involvement of President Eamon de Valera of the Irish Free 

State, and the Foreign Minister of the U.S.S.R., Maxim Litvinov, at the League of 

Nations in 1934; and a series of interactions at the United Nations – after the Republic 

of Ireland finally gained membership in 1955 – up until 1972, including those 

initiated by External Affairs ministers Frank Aiken and Dr Patrick Hillery.  

The book will then proceed to present a revealing account of why and how the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr Garret FitzGerald, and his counterpart, Andrei 

Gromyko, established formal diplomatic relations between the two states in 1973, and 

the fascinating – and as yet largely unknown – developments and outcomes at the new 

embassies in Dublin and Moscow, until 1980.  

To gain insights from a wider societal perspective, detailed accounts of the 

Irish-Soviet friendship organisations that were active in Ireland, North and South, 

during these decades will be brought forth for the first time. Lying in many ways at 

the heart of the book, these chapters will be drawn largely from oral evidence and 

privately held archival records exclusively made available to the author by surviving 

Irish women and men, and their children, who had been to the fore in organised 

friendship.   The organisations in question will include the Irish Friends of Soviet 

Russia, 1928 to c. 1937 that was active in Dublin and Belfast; The Northern Ireland 

Soviet Friendship Society, established in Belfast in 1953; and the Irish-USSR Society, 

1945-1966, and its successor society – the influential Ireland-U.S.S.R. Society, which 



had branches in Dublin, Cork and Limerick and a enjoyed a close working 

relationship with the Soviet Embassy in Dublin until the dissolution of the USSR in 

1991. 

The final chapters will be largely based upon records of the Department of 

Foreign Affairs, Dublin, which have been recently released under the thirty-year rule 

at the National Archives of Ireland. One of these chapters, drawing on the central 

register series of files containing political reports (PRs) sent to Dublin by Ireland’s 

first Ambassador to Moscow, Dr Edward Brennan, focuses upon the ‘island of 

Ireland’ elements of his reports for the years 1974-1980. The chapter discusses the 

Ambassador’s accounts of the Soviet media’s coverage of the Troubles in Northern 

Ireland, and of the Soviet Union’s view of the theory and practice of the rise of 

Eurocommunism across western Europe – including the input from Irish communists. 

The last – but perhaps the most challenging and controversial chapter for some 

Irish historians and current political thinkers – will investigate Ireland’s second 

relationship with the Soviet Union, that which took place through the medium of 

European Political Cooperation (EPC), a parallel foreign policy framework of the 

European Economic Community (EEC – now the European Union). The records of 

Ireland’s involvement in what was then a powerful, but a highly confidential, 

subgroup of EPC will principally inform this final chapter. Until the publication of 

this book next year, the existence and operations of that subgroup will have remained 

virtually unknown and unexamined.  

It is the ambition of this book to elevate the status and awareness of the 

subject area of Irish-Soviet relations onto a higher plain within Irish historiography.  

In so doing it will set out to appeal – not just to historians and students of 

international relations and modern Irish history – but also to a wider audience of 

readers interested in a scholarly and accessible account of Ireland’s diplomatic, 

friendship, cultural, political and social relations with one of the world’s superpowers 

of the twentieth-century – the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics.  


